Toxic epidermal necrolysis caused by cetuximab plus minocycline in head and neck cancer.
We present a unique case of toxic epidermal necrolysis (TEN) caused by cetuximab plus minocycline during chemoradiation for recurrent squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck (SCCHN). In April 2008, a 49-year-old man was diagnosed with recurrent SCCHN. He received surgery and postoperative adjuvant therapy with cetuximab plus chemoradiation. Because of exacerbation of acneform rash by cetuximab, minocycline was added thereafter. However, TEN appeared after the fifth course of weekly cetuximab, and cetuximab plus minocycline was assumed to be the cause. Cetuximab plus minocycline carries a risk of evoking TEN, and the side effects of chemoradiation for SCCHN mask some early signs of TEN. Noticing the transformation of skin lesions makes early diagnosis possible, and prompt cessation of the causative agent is essential for patients with TEN. We review the literature on cetuximab, minocycline, and TEN and discuss the impact of TEN on cancer therapy.